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EDITORIAL

The Medical Society for the Study of Venereal
Diseases came into being on June 9, 1922, and to
many of its present-day members, its foundation and
early activities are already shrouded in the mists of
time. The history of the first 30 years, with which we
open Volume XXXVII of the Journal, should there-
fore be of immediate interest and also provide a
permanent record for future members. The Society
is fortunate that two of the founding members
Colonel L. W. Harrison and Dr. Robert Forgan-
are still happily at hand to record the history of the
Society in its first three formative decades. No one is
better qualified for this task than Colonel Harrison
and we are deeply in his debt for the characteristic-
ally conscientious and excellent way in which he has
responded to the Society's request. As its child, this
Journal pays its filial respects to all those whose fore-
sight and labours created the Society which has
contributed so much to venereology in Britain.

On p. 33, we are pleased to publish "The Light
of Many Minds" by Dr. C. G. A. Thomas, a brilliant
and fascinating Essay which won the Glasgow Lock
Hospital Trust Prize of the Royal Faculty of
Physicians and Surgeons. This wide-ranging study
with its historical setting will provide much pleasure
and profit.
The International Union against Venereal Diseases

and the Treponematoses met at Cracow in Poland
in September, 1960, and the papers read there
will be published in our next issue. At least in
Europe, venereal infections of the lower genito-
urinary tract-both gonococcal and non-gono-
coccal-provide the venereologist with difficult
problems of diagnosis, treatment, and control.
The situation is far from satisfactory and much
endeavour and research, both nationally and
internationally, are required if progress is to be
made.

The Medical Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases
(Societe Medicale pour l'lEtude des Maladies Veneriennes)
a ete fondee le 9 juin 1922, et beaucoup de ses membres
actuels s'embrouillent dans l'histoire mal connue de sa
naissance et de ses premieres activites. L'histoire de ces
trente premieres annees, qui ouvre le 37eme volume du
Journal, a donc un interet immediat et fournit egalement
un rapport de valeur permanente pour les futurs membres
de la Societe. Par bonne chance deux des fondateurs, le
Colonel L. W. Harrison et le Docteur Robert Forgan,
sont encore en vie pour ecrire l'histoire de ces trois
premieres decades. Personne n'est mieux qualifie pour
cette tAche que le Colonel Harrison, et nous lui sommes
profondement redevables de la maniere excellente et
typiquement consciencieuse avec laquelle il a repondu A
l'appel de la Socit&. Le Journal, son enfant, presente ses
respects filiaux a lui et A tous ceux qui, par leur clair-
voyance et leurs labeurs, ont tant contribue au progres de

la venereologie en Grande-Bretagne.
Nous avons le plaisir de publier (p. 33) ""The Light of

Many Minds" par le Docteur C. G. A. Thomas, essai
brillant et captivant qui remporta le Glasgow Lock
Hospital Trust Prize de la Royal Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons. On lira avec plaisir et profit cette etude A
fond historique et de grand envergure.
L'Union Internationale contre les Maladies Venerien-

nes et les Treponematoses s'est reunie A Cracovie en
Pologne en septembre 1960, et les exposes lus A cette
occasion seront publies dans notre prochain numero. En
Europe au moins, les infections veneriennes-gonococ-
ciques et non-gonococciques-des voies genito-urinaires
inferieures posent au venereologue des problemes
difficiles de diagnostic, traitement et contr6le. La situa-
tion est loin d'etre satisfaisante, et il n'y aura pas de
progres sans beaucoup de labeurs et de recherches A la
fois sur le plan national et international.
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